Kernicterus and G6PD deficiency--a case series from Oman.
The relationship between glucose-6 phosphate dehydrogenase (G6PD) deficiency and jaundice in the newborn period is well recognized. However, there is concern about the increasing incidence of kernicterus being reported worldwide, especially due to unrecognized G6PD deficiency and early discharge from hospital after birth. We report a case series of kernicterus from a set-up where the high prevalence rate of G6PD deficiency is known. Fourteen cases of kernicterus were seen during a time period of 6 years, 71 per cent of them had G6PD deficiency. Recent literature is reviewed and possible preventive measures in the light of current information and practices are suggested.